Keeping cancer patients informed: a challenge for nursing.
The aim of this study was to find out how much information cancer patients feel they get from nurses and physicians; how that information is provided; and what other sources patients use in their search for information. Also, the meaning of information was surveyed. The sample comprised 273 cancer patients. Data were collected with a questionnaire specifically developed for this research. Descriptive statistics and non-parametric tests were used for statistical analyses. The results indicated that there is still much to do when it comes to informing cancer patients. Around half of the respondents had not received enough information about the prognosis, the alternatives of treatment and the effects of cancer or treatment. The provision of written information by staff was regarded as insufficient. Leaflets of cancer and related issues were the most popular source of additional information. The length of time since diagnosis, employment status, physical condition and mood had the strongest associations with patients receiving or searching for information. Most respondents wanted information because it had a positive impact on their feelings and attitudes and it helped them to cope with their situation.